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Presidents Message:
As I sit down to write, we have just concluded our POWMIA ceremony at the
Government Center. It was good to see so many come out this year in support of
our POWs & MIAs. I want to thank our Vice President, Ron Fitzgarrald for
organizing this years' event and adding the Missing Man Table Ceremony. For
rnany this was the first time they had witnessed the ceremony and learned what it
symbolizes. Ron, Larry Seguin, David Ha, Stan Leighton and I had the honor of
presenting the Missing Man Table earlier in the day at the Veterans' Home in
Saticoy. Once again, many were not aware of the significance of the items on
display there at the home in the room where we meet the third Saturday of the
month. During the ceremony at the Home, I had the opporfunity to meet new
veteran residences [thank you Stan for the introductions] at the Home and invited
them to the Government Center that night and to our meeting the next day. Two
of the veterans I met did come to the POW,MIA Ceremony and I hope to see
them at our meeting. This was the first time we performed the Missing Man
Table. I was deeply moved. I am certain that we will keep this a part of future

ceremonies. All in all, this was quite a day. I only wish the family members of
our POWs/MIAs could see how much so many still hold in high regard all of our
missing brothers and sisters. They are not alone in remembering their loved ones.
I don't know about you, but I always notice when the POW/MIA flag is flown
and appreciate those who display it so all remember and never forget those who
are missing until they all come home.
Dave Wilson

POW/MIA Chairperson's Report

POWMIA Chairperson's Report (Cont.)

I would like to thank all that showed up for the
POWMIA Remembrance Day ceremony at the
government center. It was a great tumout, by far the
largest that I have witnessed.

Nine more brothers were finally welcomed home last

We had Afturo Alcala from Congresswoman
Brownley's office, State Assemblywoman Jaqui lrwin,
County Supervisor's Kathy Long and Steve Bennett,
and Councilwoman Cheryl Heitman of Ventura;
representing our active duty military personnel was
U.S. Coast Guard Fireman Snow and U.S. Marine
Corps Sgt. Ryan Robert; also present were members of
the Vietnam Vetilegacy Vets, the Militant Motorcycle
clubs, and Ms. Laurie Abbe's class from Anacapa
middle school, along with their parents and
grandparents; and a large contingent of our own VWC
members; Dave Wilson and Larry Seguin for helping
me with the Missing Man Table and Honors ceremony.

Again, a very heartfelt thank you for rnaking it a great
success.

Ron Fitzgarrald
POWMIA Chairman
I promise next year I'll take a breath!

month and they are:

WWII-Pearl Harbor Dec. 7, 1941
Lt. Julian B. Jordan, U.S. Nary, USS Oklahoma;
WWll-Reputrlic of Vanuatu Oct. 26, 1942
Capt. Elwood J. Euarto U.S. Army;

WWII-Tarawa Atoll f{ov.20. 1943
Pfc Anthony Brozyna, U.S. Marine Corps;
Pvt. Frank F. Penna, U.S. Marine Corps:
Pvt. Emmett L. Kines, U.S. Marine Corp;
North Korea Dec.31, 1953
Pvt. Virgil B. Adkins, U.S. Army;
Cpl. Curtis J. Wells, U.S. Atmy:
Cpl. Larry M. Dunn, U.S. Army;
Vietnam-Son La Province Sept. 17. 1965
Maj. Dean A. Klenda, U.S. Air Force
Ron Fitzgarrald
POW/MIA Chairman

Treasurerts Message:
This month's selection for the Veteran's Book Club
was "Fragments" by Jack Fuller. It was a novel about
two soldiers in Vietnam and after they left Vietnam.
When they finally meet again to try to resolve an
unresolved question that has bothered them both since
they left Vietnam.
The Veteran's Book Club meets the second Thursday
of every month at 6:00 PM at the Camarillo Library.
Doug Temple

From the desk of the Secretaryo Joe Richardson

From the desk of the Secretary, Joe Richardson

Though I normally do not contribute to this Post, I was
impressed while at the recent 'Expo' by the invocation
prayer delivered by Chaplain Jason B. Sluder and with

I was also asked to explain what occurred relative to the
CalVet home property and the City of Ventura:

his permission it is shared here:

The land was originally acquired by the City of Ventura
in a development agreement in 1994. The land was
then given to the State for a Veterans home with the
requirement that a 100 bed facility be built by 2020 or
the land would revert to the City. The home built due
to fiscal restrictions is 60 beds and so about 10.3 acres
of the land is subject to being returned to the City. An
agreement was up for a vote by the City of Ventura
City Council to move forward with that land transfer,
but the language in the document was that of the
original paperwork which stated the City could then use
the land for whatever purpose it chose.

Eternal Father, Creator of Heaven and Earth and the
source of all Life,
We thank you for the earth on which we live, and we
thank you for the air and sea through which we move
and experience our being. We declare that we take not
for granted the freedom we know as Americans. For, it
was the blood of patriots which made this land free, and
it has been the blood and sacrifices ofour veterans, our
heroes, and their families which have preserved that
freedom for the last240 years. lt is in this mindset that
we humbly request your presence and blessing among
us together to support, appreciate, and care for our
Military Veterans. It is broth good and right for them to
recognize the honorable and courageous sacrifices
made by our veterans in defense of the God-ordained
dream of freedom and democracy in our world. Our
heroes have given so much in the defense of every
family in our land. We ask you to encourage and
empower the organizations which have come together
to help, and we ask you to carry their voice and their
messages throughout our community so that every
veteran hears ofthe support and opportunities that they
have made available. May lives be improved and
enriched, and may your blessing be experienced by
everyone involved. Amen.

When I became aware of this language, I took it upon
myself to go to the Council meeting where this agenda
item was being voted on and spoke at the podium in
opposition because it had what I felt was inappropriate
language and asked the council to vote NO unless and
until the language stated the land would be used for
Veterans services ONLY. The council debated and
after receiving legal advice from the City Attorney, the
document was amended to say, TFIE DEED when
transferred would have a DEED RESTRICTION
imposed on it that limited the use of the land to veterans
services in perpetuity. For the first time in my life of
fighting local government ... Mission Completed.
Joe Richardson

Joe Richardson

Membership Chairpersonos Message:

VWC

October 2016 Membership Report

members
Life members
Total members
Annual

Greetings From Down Under
Greetings to everyone from our Down Under Life
Member Tom Moore. Had a greattelephone call from
Tom today, said to pass on his well wishes to all WVC
members. Tom still hopes to make it back to the States
in the future to visit with all of us. I thanked Tom for
all of the Tee Shirts and hats that he has sent. Tom did
inform me that he has just mailed a very large book to
Doug Temple, but it's for everyone to read.

Richard Camacho

34
92

126

Memberships Expiring in October 2016:
Ronald Pencek 101512016

Tony Moya 1011012016
Ralph Gonzalez 1011712016
Breanna

David

Wilhelmi I0l17 12016

Ortiz

1011712016

Please renew your membership at your earliest convenience.

Marie Pounds
Membership Chair

